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. tttTiF. of the invention gh QW Changes Made 

SERVICE PROVI-DING APPARATUS AND METHOD THAT ALLOW 
AN APPARATUS TO ACCESS UNIQUE INFORMATION 
STORED IN TRANSPORTABLE RECORDING MEDIUM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION Hfr&rt f fH?S&^££r . 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to data communication 
^.^'btJeen a user's apparatus and another apparatus, such as the 
\*t*^€ss from a terminal on the Internet to a Web site. More 
particularly, the present invention relates to a technique 
of facilitating the handling of personal information of each 
user and enhancing the security of thepg^ygQrmation . 
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15 2. Description of the Related Art J eC hnology Center 2100 

In recent years, the Internet has become increasingly 
popular and more and more services are being provided on the 
internet . A ma j or service offered on the Internet is WWW (World 
Wide Web)" that is a client/server-type information search system. 

20 in WWW, server apparatuses (Web sites) provide information 
in HTML files and users of the Internet browse the information 
using browsing software called Web browsers at terminals (Web 
clients). Various information and services are currently 
provided at numerous Web sites and a technology called "cookies" 
25 is widely used to provide information with efficiency. When 
a user enters a Web site, the Web site stores data, such as 



